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IInnttrroodduucc��oonn

DDEEEE SSIIMMOONN

Execu�ve Director
Washington State Holocaust Educa�on 

Resource Center

Daughter of 
Holocaust Survivor
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FFRREEDD RROOEERR



34



35

When I was transported from the ghe�o by the Nazis, I 
was separated from my brother and mother and sent into 
a slave labor camp in Poland. I just wanted to stay alive so 
that I  could be reunited with my family. That ’s what kept 
me going during that �me.

I was in several  different concentra�on camps for a 
total of four years—Poznan, Auschwitz, Gross-Rosen, 
Regensburg. We were forced to do brutally hard physical 
labor for twelve hours a day, some�mes more, with 
almost nothing to eat.

My wish to l ive and to be with my family kept me going 
to a certain extent, but then later on, a�er a while, I  just 
automa�cally kept on going from day to day. Just 
surviving and trying to stay al ive.
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HHoollooccaauusstt SSuurrvviivvoorr

SSIIMMOONN SSTTRRAAUUSSSS
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SSoonn ooff
DDaavviiddaa SSttrraauussss BBiillggrraadd

GGrraannddssoonn ooff
HHoollooccaauusstt SSuurrvviivvoorr

SSiimmoonn SSttrraauussss

AAAARROONN BBIILLGGRRAADD
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DDaauugghhtteerr ooff NNaaddiinnee SSttrraauussss

GGrraannddddaauugghhtteerr ooff
HHoollooccaauusstt SSuurrvviivvoorr

SSiimmoonn SSttrraauussss

MMIIRRIIAAMM TTEERRLLIINNCCHHAAMMPP
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TThhee LLaasstt HHuummaann FFrreeeeddoomm

AA RReessppoonnssee ttoo tthhee HHoollooccaauusstt


